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The grocery store.t'sfilled with an almost
unimaginable diversity of products.Youwantabanana?
Got it. Greeting card? Got it. Hot sauce? Got it. So many
things. How is that even possible?

It started with a vision: one place where shoppers
could find lima beans, eggs, and People magazines.
Okay. Maybe the vision wasn't that specific. But there
were those who said, "I'd like to buy a lot of different
foods and other stuffin one place. Let's make it happen.”

Money was funded. A building was created
(or occupied). Representatives from countless
manufacturers proposed bringing their goods to
market. Workers were hired to unload the products,
stock them, sell them, and manage the books. Others
were hired to market the grocery store. Still others were
contracted to plow the parking lot when it snowed
or make repairs if a window broke or a refrigerated
shelving system conked out.

It takes a team. And the team does it. So the next
time you step out for a loaf of bread, thank the team.

The space program. It began with a
vision simply stated by President Kennedy to Congress
on May 25", 1961: "This nation should commit itself to
achieving the goal, before the decade is out, of landing
a man on the moon and returning him safely to the
earth.

Project Mercury, the U.S. program to put a human
in space began. It cost $277M (1965 dollars). Project
Gemini ($1.7B in 1967 dollars) developed space travel
techniques that would be needed for a successful Moon
landing. Finally, July 20, 1969, five months before the
end of the decade, Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin set
foot on the Moon. At its peak, 400,000 people worked

CelebratingNOW.org

Work!

on the Apollo program ($25.4B in total in 1973 dollars),
people supported by more than 20,000 businesses and
universities.

While every individual working on creating a
successful Moon landing may not have known exactly
how their work fit into the entire effort, all the pieces in
the puzzle came together to create magic.
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